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Centro de Documentación / Documentation Center 
Objetivos/ Objectives

Identificar y atender las necesidades de información, adquisición, organización, almacenamiento, 
generación, uso y difusión de la información en salud pública veterinaria y proveer recursos 
bibliográficos técnicos-científicos al equipo de profesionales de la unidad y a los usuarios 
externos. 
 
Identify and take care of the needs of information, acquisition, organization, storage, generation, 
use and diffusion of the information in veterinary public health and provide technical scientific 
bibliographical resources to the professional staff of the unit and to the users external. 

Temas de interés general / Subjects of general interest
  

El Portal de Evidencias de la Biblioteca Virtual en Salud (BVS) es un Portal que reúne, organiza y ofrece 
acceso integrado a fuentes de información en salud de mejor nivel de evidencia de acuerdo con la 
metodología de Medicina Basada en Evidencia (MBE) y acceso a fuentes de información sobre la propia 
metodología MBE.  
Tiene como objetivo promover el uso de la información de mejor nivel de evidencia para apoyo a los 
procesos de toma de decisiones en la atención y gestión de la salud, así como al proceso de desarrollo de 
nuevos estudios basados en evidencias y de aplicación de la metodología MBE. 
Text in Spanish 
http://evidences.bvsalud.org/php/index.php?lang=es 

The Evidence Portal of the Virtual Health Library (VHL) is a Portal that unites, organizes, and offers 
integrated access to health information sources of  better level of evidence in agreement with the Evidence-
based Medicine (EBM) methodology, and access to information sources about the EBM methodology itself.  
It has as aim to promote the use of the information from better level of evidence to support the decision-
making processes in health care and management, as well as to the process of development of new 
evidence-based studies and application of the EBM methodology.  
Text in English 
http://evidences.bvsalud.org/php/index.php?lang=en 
  
Informaciones disponibles en formato electrónico / Information available in electronic format

Medicina Veterinaria Basada en Evidencia / Evidence-Based Veterinary Medicine 
  

This bibliography includes books, journal articles, and other published materials about this subject.  A 
few selected articles and books on Evidence-Based Medicine (EBM) related to human medicine have 
been included as well. 

An Evidence-Based Veterinary Medicine (EBVM) Bibliography 
Whitaker S 
Cornell University, 2007

http://evidences.bvsalud.org/php/index.php?lang=es
http://evidences.bvsalud.org/php/index.php?lang=en


Text in English 
http://ebvma.org/BiblioEB23jul2007.pdf 

Over time, evidence-based veterinary medicine (EBVM) should integrate with normal clinical practice. 
Also, clinical knowledge increases with EBVM, reducing the need for information in one area and 
allowing veterinarians to explore new areas of specialty or cutting-edge advances in the profession. 
Textbooks, journals, veterinary conferences, and web sites provide nearly unlimited information about 
EBVM for the practicing veterinarian to help with the transition to EBVM use in daily practice life. EBVM 
should continue to change and improve how we, as veterinarians, provide the best available care to our 
clients and patients. 
Text in English 

Evidence-based veterinary medicine relies critically on the scientific validity of research. A component of 
validity is the statistical design and subsequent analysis of data collected during the study. Correct 
statistical design reduces bias and improves generalizability, and correct analysis leads to appropriate 
inferences. Inference is the art and science of making correct decisions based on data. Because 
veterinarians are responsible for the medical care of their patents, it is also their responsibility to 
understand inferences about treatments presented in papers. This article is designed to assist 
veterinarians with the interpretation and understanding of statistics presented in papers. 
Text in English 

Revisión Sistemática / Systematic Reviews 

The objective of this paper is to highlight the major challenges and opportunities with the 
implementation of systematic reviews (SRs) on zoonotic public health (ZPH) using three previously 
conducted SRs as examples. 
Text in English 

The purpose of this manual is to provide guidelines and recommendations for conducting systematic 
reviews in the agri-food safety area. While systematic reviews may be conducted to address a broad 
range of research questions, such as interventions, disease incidence / prevalence estimates, diagnostic 
test comparisons, program evaluations, and questions of associations, the emphasis of this manual is 
the evaluation of intervention research. The manual also emphasizes the pre-harvest (on-farm) food 
safety component of agri-food public health.  
Text in English 
http://www.fsrrn.net/UserFiles/File/conductingsysreviewsenglish[1].pdf 

Evidence-based veterinary medicine: evolution, revolution, or repackaging of 
veterinary practice? 
Schmidt PL 
Vet Clin North Am Small Anim Pract. 2007; 37 (3): 409-17

Statistics and evidence-based veterinary medicine: answers to 21 common 
statistical questions that arise from reading scientific manuscripts 
Evans RB, O'Connor A 
Vet Clin North Am Small Anim Pract. 2007;  37  (3): 477-86

Challenges and opportunities for utilizing systematic reviews in zoonotic public 
health 
Waddell L, Rajic A, Sargeant JM, Wilkins W, McEvwen S 
XV Chochrane Colloquium, October 2007

A guide to conducting a systematic reviews in agri-food public health 
Seargent JM, Del Rocio Amezcua M, Rajic A, Waddell L 
2005

A systematic review of the clinical, public health and cost-effectiveness of rapid
diagnostic tests for the detection and identification of bacterial intestinal
pathogens in faeces and food 
Abubakar I, Irvine L, Aldus CF, Wyatt GM, Fordham R, Schelenz S, Shepstone L, Howe A, Peck
M, Hunter PR 

http://ebvma.org/BiblioEB23jul2007.pdf
http://www.fsrrn.net/UserFiles/File/conductingsysreviewsenglish[1].pdf


  
OBJECTIVES: To determine the diagnostic accuracy of tests for the rapid diagnosis of bacterial food 
poisoning in clinical and public health practice and to estimate the cost-effectiveness of these assays in a 
hypothetical population in order to inform policy on the use of these tests. DATA SOURCES: Studies 
evaluating diagnostic accuracy of rapid tests were retrieved using electronic databases and 
handsearching reference lists and key journals. Hospital laboratories and test manufacturers were 
contacted for cost data, and clinicians involved in the care of patients with food poisoning were invited 
to discuss the conclusions of this review using the nominal group technique. REVIEW METHODS: A 
systematic review of the current medical literature on assays used for the rapid diagnosis of bacterial 
food poisoning was carried out. Specific organisms under review were Salmonella, Campylobacter, 
Escherichia coli O157, Staphylococcus aureus, Clostridium perfringens and Bacillus cereus. Data 
extraction was undertaken using standardised data extraction forms. Where a sufficient number of 
studies evaluating comparable tests were identified, meta-analysis was performed. A decision analytic 
model was developed, using effectiveness data from the review and cost data from hospitals and 
manufacturers, which contributed to an assessment of the cost-effectiveness of rapid tests in a 
hypothetical UK population. Finally, diagnostic accuracy and cost-effectiveness results were presented to 
a focus group of GPs, microbiologists and consultants in communicable disease control, to assess 
professional opinion on the use of rapid tests in the diagnosis of food poisoning. RESULTS: Good test 
performance levels were observed with rapid test methods, especially for polymerase chain reaction 
(PCR) assays. The estimated levels of diagnostic accuracy using the area under the curve of the 
summary receiver operating characteristic curve was very high. Indeed, although traditional culture is 
the natural reference test to use for comparative statistical analysis, on many occasions the rapid test 
outperforms culture, detecting additional 'truly' positive cases of food-borne illness. The significance of 
these additional positives requires further investigation. Economic modelling suggests that adoption of 
rapid tests in combination with routine culture is unlikely to be cost-effective, however, as the cost of 
rapid technologies decreases; total replacement with rapid technologies may be feasible. 
CONCLUSIONS: Despite the relatively poor quality of reporting of studies evaluating rapid detection 
methods, the reviewed evidence shows that PCR for Campylobacter, Salmonella and E. coli O157 is 
potentially very successful in identifying pathogens, possibly detecting more than the number currently 
reported using culture. Less is known about the benefits of testing for B. cereus, C. perfringens and S. 
aureus. Further investigation is needed on how clinical outcomes may be altered if test results are 
available more quickly and at a greater precision than in the current practice of bacterial culture. 
Text in English 
http://www.hta.nhsweb.nhs.uk/fullmono/mon1136.pdf 

Health Technol Assess. 2007 Sep;11 (36): 1-216
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